Construct!
China debuted the economic development model of production-led growth, based on state investment in construction and land development, in the 1980s, with China's opening to the world economy. Xinhua, the state news agency, has described Xiongan as a historically strategic decision for the Chinese Communist Party that follows in the path of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone -the leading development area of the 1980s -and the Shanghai Pudong New Area in the 1990s.
3 This official discourse works in two ways. Just as Shenzhen represents the Deng Xiaoping era and Pudong that of Jiang Zemin, Xiongan New Area is a symbol of the core leadership of Xi Jinping.
Internationally, publicity about the construction of Xiongan continues the practice that economist Barry Naughton describes as 'signalling':
communicating to world markets that China is in the business of economic growth. 4 International investment firms calculate that the state will invest between two and four trillion yuan (US$290-580 billion) over the next fifteen to twenty years in Xiongan. This is good news for China's steel production, which, coincidentally, is concentrated in Hebei province. From ically treated as swamps and classified as wasteland. Now, however, Baiyangdian is recognised as the natural 'kidney of north China' for filtering the waters of the Hai River and providing habitat for migratory birds in the Asian flyway.
The problem is that over the past four decades, Baiyangdian's ephemeral meres and ponds have shrunk by up to one-half of their historic area.
5
More than one hundred dams have been built upriver on the Hai and its tributaries for flood control, hydropower, and reservoirs. Significant amounts of water are drawn off by industry including by small-scale plastics factories in the area. From 1983 to 1988 Baiyangdian was dry. Since the 1950s, annual rainfall has dropped nearly twenty per cent and average temperature has risen 2.5 degrees centigrade while population has doubled. Local farmers have reclaimed former shorelines and extracted groundwater for irrigation. And today, like so much water elsewhere in China, the marsh has become heavily polluted from local and upstream sources. A 2012 Chinese government report found water pollution worse than grade five or too toxic to touch. 6 The Chinese government has separately announced a ten-year effort to clean up Baiyangdian, but a reliable restoration will take much longer. Only with central government support is the Baiyangdian ecosystem likely to be restored.
Real Estate Fever
The 
Building Cities for Beijing
Like Soon, the brick wall sealed off the whole restaurant and the owner was forced to close his business. Over the following two weeks, sixty-one storefronts on this 323-metre-long street were sealed up as part of a campaign to clean up 'hole-in-the-wall' businesses 开墙破洞 throughout the city.
In the beginning of 2017, the Beijing Municipal Government launched a three-year project on the urban landscape to 'alleviate, renovate, and hasten improvement' 疏解整治促 提升. The goal was to disperse activities and enterprises not related to the city's function as a national capital. Eliminating holes-in-the-wall was intended to help 'beautify' the streets, with the municipal government planning to clean up around sixteen thousand 'holes-inthe-wall' in 2017.
Hole-in-the-wall storefronts came about as the result of the urban evolution of Beijing. From the early 1990s, some residents, as well as dislocated workers, converted their dwellings into storefronts by making a hole in the wall. These businesses provided many of the daily requirements of local residents: groceries, tobacco, jianbing 煎饼 (Beijing-style crepes), and traditional staples such as steamed breads and sesame buns. They also served as barbershops, nail salons, breakfast restaurants, acupressure massage places, bars, and so forth -filling a gap in urban planning and adding convenience to everyday life. Whether Xiongan New Area, Pudong New Area, or Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, all 'zones', 'areas', or 'districts' remain administrative divisions in China's system of subnational territory. They may be 'special' but they are not are exceptional: they are not separate from the system -they are basic to it. Shenzhen was a swath of farmland along the Hong Kong boundary, and Pudong was farmland on the outskirts of Shanghai, originally less than half its present size. As their economies grew, the Party-state approved their territorial expansion. Xiongan, by comparison, starts off encompassing three counties and envisions its future.
Conclusion
Xiongan is a key piece of the puzzle of Beijing's integration with surrounding Hebei province and the port city of Tianjin. In September 2017, the Xiongan New Area management committee approved its first group of companies: fourteen information technology firms, fifteen finance companies, five green technology firms, and seven research institutes. They Xiongan's growth will be led by state investment. Xiongan, a semi-rural area with relatively low population density, lets the government keep land compensation and relocation costs at a minimum. Like other preferential development areas, it has access to significant central government financing and loans. It has raised hopes and dreams for anther round
